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Riverside County Riverside County –– Regional SettingRegional Settingyy g gg g

7,400 square miles7,400 square miles
Population 2.2 millionPopulation 2.2 million
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Riverside Riverside County County –– Existing FacilitiesExisting Facilities
76 76 Total Facilities InTotal Facilities In--County Production = 3,776 MWCounty Production = 3,776 MW

Fossil Fossil Fuel  Fuel  (18 oil / gas facilities)  (18 oil / gas facilities)  2,317 MW2,317 MW
H d l t iH d l t i (10 f iliti )(10 f iliti ) 62 MW62 MWHydroelectric  Hydroelectric  (10 facilities)  (10 facilities)  62 MW62 MW
Bioenergy  Bioenergy  (1 biomass/ag/wood, 1 landfill gas, 1 (1 biomass/ag/wood, 1 landfill gas, 1 mixed)  mixed)  52 52 MWMW
Wind  Wind  (36 WECS farms / facilities) (36 WECS farms / facilities) 636 636 MWMW
SolarSolar (9(9 h t lt ih t lt i 11 t t d (t h))t t d (t h)) 709709 MWMW
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Solar  Solar  (9 (9 photovoltaic, photovoltaic, 1 1 concentrated (trough))  concentrated (trough))  709 709 MWMW

SourceSource:  2013 California Energy Almanac:  2013 California Energy Almanac
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Commercial Solar Facilities  Commercial Solar Facilities  

GenesisGenesis

Far Eastern Desert Region Far Eastern Desert Region 
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•• 10 facilities,  709 MW total  (2013)10 facilities,  709 MW total  (2013)
•• All developed since 2006All developed since 2006

•• 9 Photovoltaic 9 Photovoltaic ((65 MW 65 MW average average size)size)
•• 1 1 Parabolic trough (Genesis, 125 MW) Parabolic trough (Genesis, 125 MW) 



Riverside County Renewable Energy Planning | August 5, 2014Riverside County Renewable Energy Planning | August 5, 2014

CEC Grant EffortCEC Grant Effort

Expanding & Coordinating Eligible Renewable EnergyExpanding & Coordinating Eligible Renewable EnergyExpanding & Coordinating Eligible Renewable Energy Expanding & Coordinating Eligible Renewable Energy 
Resource Development (eRED) in Riverside CountyResource Development (eRED) in Riverside County

Key Objectives:Key Objectives:Key Objectives:Key Objectives:

•• Identify eRED opportunities and constraints in Riverside County.Identify eRED opportunities and constraints in Riverside County.

•• Amend Riverside County General Plan to further eRED planning, Amend Riverside County General Plan to further eRED planning, 
coordination and implementationcoordination and implementation

D l ifi d t f k REDD l ifi d t f k RED•• Develop specific products for key eRED areas:Develop specific products for key eRED areas:
–– Salton Sea  Salton Sea  (geothermal & other eRED)(geothermal & other eRED)
–– Far Eastern Desert  Far Eastern Desert  (commercial solar;  DRECP coordination)(commercial solar;  DRECP coordination)
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Commercial Solar CoordinationCommercial Solar Coordination
Far Eastern Desert RegionFar Eastern Desert Region

Far Eastern 
Desert Region

Desert Center 
Area Plan

City of

Palo Verde 
Valley
Area Plan

City of 
Blythe

3,000 sq. miles3,000 sq. miles
6 200 people6 200 people
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6,200 people6,200 people
4,200 homes  4,200 homes  

(+ Blythe, pop. 23,100 / 5,700 du)(+ Blythe, pop. 23,100 / 5,700 du)
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Salton Sea Salton Sea 
Potential  Potential  

GeothermalGeothermalGeothermalGeothermal
PotentialPotential

•• Salton Sea hosts Salton Sea hosts 
sites in Imperial sites in Imperial 
CountyCounty

Potential forPotential for•• Potential for Potential for 
future siting?future siting?

•• Aquaculture useAquaculture use
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WebsiteWebsite
Riverside County Planning Dept. Riverside County Planning Dept. –– http://planning.rctlma.orghttp://planning.rctlma.org
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GIS Data OnlineGIS Data Online
Riverside County’s “Map My County” Riverside County’s “Map My County” (not yet public) (not yet public) 
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A multitude of riches…A multitude of riches…

Navy EIS Navy EIS ––
Chocolate  Mountain Chocolate  Mountain 

Aerial  Gunnery RangeAerial  Gunnery Range

Renewable Energy Renewable Energy 

BLM Solar Energy Zone BLM Solar Energy Zone 
(Riverside East)(Riverside East)

y gy g

gygy
Transmission Initiative plansTransmission Initiative plans

Habitat Conservation PlansHabitat Conservation Plans
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Steep Slope Map Steep Slope Map --
Riverside County General PlanRiverside County General Plan
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Coordinating Data & PlansCoordinating Data & Plans

Planning for Eligible Renewable Energy Resource Planning for Eligible Renewable Energy Resource g g gyg g gy
Development (eRED) in Riverside CountyDevelopment (eRED) in Riverside County

Present Issues:Present Issues:Present Issues:Present Issues:

•• “Many maps, few plans:”  Prioritizing available data.“Many maps, few plans:”  Prioritizing available data.

•• Recognizing key data;  also, “what we have versus what we need.”  Recognizing key data;  also, “what we have versus what we need.”  

•• Differentiating among numerous data sources, particularly where Differentiating among numerous data sources, particularly where 
data conflict.data conflict.

•• Coordinating county plans against “moving targets” Coordinating county plans against “moving targets” –– plans under plans under 
preparation by other agencies particularly multipreparation by other agencies particularly multi agency effortsagency efforts
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preparation by other agencies, particularly multipreparation by other agencies, particularly multi--agency efforts agency efforts 
(DRECP, etc.)  (“Rowing in the same direction.”)(DRECP, etc.)  (“Rowing in the same direction.”)



Riverside County Renewable Energy Planning | August 5, 2014Riverside County Renewable Energy Planning | August 5, 2014

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!


